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An Andean Adventurer at Heart

Career change has led Vujovich to unique experiences in the

mountains of South America

When Jill Vujovich, 42, took a sabbatical from her job as an environmental analyst at Prairie Island and
traveled to South America, she hadn’t intended to leave her job and busy American lifestyle behind.

Instead of returning to work, vujovich has decided to flip her life upside down. She learned Spanish,
bought a Chilean horse and is creating a business leading guiding tours on the opposite end of the glove

in the South American area of Patagonia.
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“I wanted to support and sustain local
tourism,” Vujovich said. “I've always camped
as a child, always had a sense of adventure
and I've always been interested in other
cultures.”

Vujovich first visited the rain forest areas near
the equator and then later traveled to the
Patagonia area of Chile and Argentina with
Peter, her spouse.

“That experience was spectacular,” Vujovich
said. “The geography of the Andes
Mountains, the topography, the people, the
culture — | was smitten.”

Although Vujovich has traveled substantially
throughout Central and South America, she
said she’s not a big fan of the heat and
humidity of the rain forest areas closer to the
equator. “It's all about the outdoors. This is
really what | want to do,” she said.

The blond-haired, blue-eyed All-American
Vujovich, who grew up in Hastings, found a
culture and lifestyle, which is similar to her
American roots. The citizens of the area live

with ranching to sustain their lifestyle. Horses are used for transportation, work and play. Chilean cowboys

are revered — the people waste nothing.

Vujovich soon decided she wanted to become a guide herself and show friends and fellow northerners
this corner of the world. Vujovich organized a trip of girlfriends who horseback rode with her through the

Andes and temperate rain forests of Chile.

For seven months Vujovich traveled, lived and taught at an outdoor guide school. The school’'s premise is
to educate young people in topics surrounding sustainable tourism such as kayaking, fly-fishing,
horseback riding, leadership skills, cultural appreciation and English, which Vujovich taught.
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horses never spook. They are so well behaved,” she said.

Her next trip is planngd for
January when she will take an
eight-day from the An_d_es
mountains to the Pacific coast.

“I never would have gone to
Chile if not for her incredible
enthusiasm for her own _
experience. Now | am sure [ will
return,” Gasperini said.

Even though Vujovich is well
traveled she plans to keep the
tours in the Patagonia areas.
“The Chile area is spectacula_r
for a number of reasons and it
will satisfy me for a very long
time,” vujovich said.
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Pacific Coast and in the Andes Mountains of Chile and Argentina,
camping and working with

local ranchers,
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Vujovich soon decideqd she
wanted to become a guide hegself
and show friends and fellow
northemers this corner of the
wold. Vujovich prganized a wip
of girlfriends who tekked with
her duough the Andes and ruin
forests of Patagonia.

For seven months Vujovich
attended a gnide school. The
schools premise is 1q educate
Young peaple in topics surrotd-
ing sustainable tourism such as
nountain tracking, kayaking, fly.
fishing, horseback tiding, leader-
ship, cultural appreciation and
English  which Vijovich  later
helped to teach,

To support herself, she lived
with a Chilean family near the
small village of Futaley where she

worked for her keep and enj oyed
ﬂlecustonmandhospilaﬂ[yofﬂqe
family,

“They really took e uttder
their wing and tank carp of me,”
Vujovich said of her hosts.

TJill was an excellant guide. She
has a wonderful relationship with
the family whose horses we used
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and experience the warmth of the
people, the shocking simplicity of
theirlives, and their food.”

Vujovich bought a harse from
the Chilean family and plans to
give guided tours through the
Andes. Vujovich sajqd she is
impressed with the Chilean hnrs-

&5 who are used to the treacher-
aus. terrain. “The horses never
spook. They are s well behaved,”
she said,

Her next trip is planned for
January when she will take an
eight-day trek from the Andes
mountains to the Pacific coqst.

"I never would have gone tg
Chile if not for her incredible
enthusiasm for hey OWI exqer-
tnce. Now, I am swe [ will
retum,” Gasperini said,

Even though Vijovich is well
taveled she plans 1o keep the
tours in the Patagonia areas,

"The Chile area i5 spectacular
fora number of reasons and it will
satisfy me for g very long time,”
Vujovich said,

Rever can pe reached ar
u-'rf.‘us’r(m;'i‘u-'nor;"br:gfbr;!?ﬁﬁn_rnnr.





